Sassydogs Novice Performance Challenge Final:
First of all, I would like to explain the logic behind my sponsorship of this event for UK Agility.  The main thing with Agility is that it operates under a “first past the post” scheme, which can be frustrating for those blessed with a more consistent, but less speedy dog.  My idea was that this event would reward those dogs and handlers who could produce consistency over multiple runs, qualifying for a final on the basis of consistency within 3 runs in a day, rather than on the basis of a single qualifier.

I decided to pitch my event at “novice” level with the aim of encouraging Novice handlers to have a go at the games events, which some seem to shy away from.  We ran qualifying events at several different shows, with the final held at the UKA Charity show at the end of August.  Rather disappointingly, although many dogs and handlers qualified for the final, only 30 dogs and handlers in total took part over the 4 jump heights.

I chose to judge the final myself, so that I could see how the concept played out to the watching crowd.  The final consisted of an Agility run in one ring, followed by a Gamblers run in another, with the crowd following the action.

The agility course proved rather more challenging than I had expected, with only 6 clear rounds over all the heights.  Quite a few dogs were caught out by the weave entry, missed a contact or took the first pole.  I could not have predicted the number of eliminations I got, however.
In the Maxi dogs, there were three clears – Tracy Kavanagh with Tay put in a very solid and tidy run for 3rd place in 38.04, Lucy Waldron with Shep gave me a more “seat of the pants” run for 2nd place in 29.09, and, looking every bit the more experienced partnership, Hannah Banks and Kaydee put in a simply stunning run to win in 26.35.  
In the standard dogs, Pauline Pearce and Rags and Jan Cousens and Zoe both had unlucky 5s, but Betty Symonds and her lovely lurcher Jenny put in a very tidy clear to win their height.  Of special mention in this height is Lucy Waldron’s stunning kelpie – Missy who put in a blistering run only to get herself eliminated for excess enthusiasm.
The midi dogs clearly expressed their disapproval of my course, with only Jackie Luxton and her gorgeous spaniel Kiri getting around the course, never mind going clear!  Everyone else was eliminated.

The toy dogs were great fun to watch – all of the dogs have such distinct personalities!  Jean Young with Gem and Tracy Ryan with Lily both had 5 faults, and Jan Tucker with Magic put in a lovely clear run for first place.  Tracy’s Lily deserves a special mention for her distinctive “handstand” contacts, and such a huge personality for such a little “fluffball” of a dog.

Going into the Gamblers, there was everything to play for!  
In an attempt not to get squashed, I asked the handlers to let me know which way they intended to start their run, but there were still several cases of last minute panic “collision avoidance” on my part when things didn’t go according to the handlers plan….Ultimately, getting the gamble or not did shape the eventual outcome, as some handlers found to their cost.  I had deliberately made my gamble simple, but nerves obviously took their toll.

The toy dogs put in very “characterful” runs as expected, with Claire Parks and sheltie Coco turning in a very business-like run for 3rd place, Jean Young and JRT Gem thoroughly enjoying themselves for 2nd  and Sophie Weymouth and her lovely baby Lottie topping the division with 41 points.

The midis were dominated by several “spaniel brain” moments, from both dogs and handlers!  Remind me to pack a crash helmet the next time I plan to judge spaniels doing Gamblers!  Janette Smith and the lovely Stanley took 3rd place with a wild and exciting run, Jane Tatum and Dickens put in a very solid run for 2nd place but were pipped by 2 points (although a slower time) by Amanda Applegate with Flynn.

The standard division provided us with the highest scoring runs of the contest, with the top four contestants all scoring 40 points or more.  Betty Symonds and Jenny and Cyd Griffin and Bel were a second apart for 4th and 3rd place on 40 points, Lucy Waldron and Missy put in a breathtaking run for their 45 points (and nearly wiped me out twice!), and Annette Lowe and Roxy were stunning for their 48 points.
The Maxis were last to run and did not disappoint on the excitement front.  In the end, it went right down to the wire, with the top four only separated by 6 points.  Hard luck run of the day had to be Hannah Banks who had put in a blistering run with Kaydee, only to miss the gamble when Kaydee decided Hannah didn’t mean her to go into the tunnel.  Jo Mann and Nim put in a very cool run for 3rd place with 39 points, Lucy Waldron and Shep put in a lovely run for 2nd place (also described as another peril-laden run from the judge’s perspective!) with 40 points although 3 seconds faster, and Judith Doble and her gorgeous black dog Indie playing a very strategic game for the win with a great 43 points.

Overall results were collated by Greg and the winners were as follows:

	MAXI
	
	Agility placing
	Gamblers placing
	Total points

	Lucy Waldron 
	Shep
	2
	2
	4

	Hannah Banks
	Kaydee
	1
	4
	5

	Judith Doble
	Indie
	5
	1
	6

	STD
	
	Agility placing
	Gamblers placing
	Total points

	Betty Symons
	Jenny
	1
	4
	5

	Cyd Griffin
	Bel
	4
	3
	7

	Pauline Pearce
	Rags
	3
	5
	8

	MIDI
	
	Agility placing
	Gamblers placing
	Total points

	Jacky Luxton
	Kiri
	1
	5
	6

	amanda applegate
	flynn
	100
	1
	101

	Jane tatam
	Dickens
	100
	2
	102

	Toy
	
	Agility placing
	Gamblers placing
	Total points

	Jan Tucker
	Magic
	1
	4
	5

	Jean Young
	Gem
	3
	2
	5

	Sophie Waymouth
	Lottie
	5
	1
	6


Looking over these results, I am totally satisfied that my competition achieved its aim, and I hope that the competitors enjoyed running in the event.  I can thoroughly recommend the experience of judging an event final, particularly one involving multiple runs.  Sadly, due to lack of support from the competitors (other than those who did compete in the final!), I have decided not to run the event in 2009, but may resurrect the idea in the future.

