The www.DOG-GAMES.co.uk Beginners Steeplechase Challenge Final
The Beginners Steeplechase Final, sponsored by www.DOG-GAMES.co.uk, was held on 23rd & 24th August at Staverton August BH Show in Cheltenham, at the end of the day once the rings had finished, and across 2 days to encompass all heights competing.

The event was designed to provide a competition for beginners over steeplechase courses – jumps and tunnels only, with the emphasis being on fun and confidence building.

To qualify for the final, those competing at Beginners level in steeplechase competed at 7 heats across the country, where the top 3 from each height were invited forward.

The finals were judged by Martin Posnette, who has a reputation for lovely fast flowing courses and he didn’t disappoint us in the final.
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On Saturday, the Toy and Standard dogs ran with the Toy dogs running first.
The excitement was building and some stunning runs really set the benchmark for the Toys with only 2 seconds separating the top 4. A couple of handlers took short cuts at the end, missing a vital tunnel and thus being eliminated in the rush for the finish line, but it was Lynda Stokes and Charlie, a Bichon Frise, who pulled out all the stops, beating Tracy Ryan and her young dog Lily into 2nd by 0.35 secs.

	Lynda Stokes & Charlie
	C
	26.53
	1st

	Tracy Ryan & Lily
	C
	26.98
	2nd

	Ryan Hayes & Wish
	C
	28.5
	3rd

	Sharon Arnold & Della
	C
	28.54
	4th

	Anna Rayne & Isla
	C
	29.39
	5th

	Jan Tucker & Magic
	C
	30.23
	6th

	Gillian Knowland & KT 
	C
	30.45
	7th

	Sue Tanser & Molly
	C
	32.32
	8th

	Christine Bailey & Coby
	C
	36.79
	9th

	Sue Brunton & Poppy
	C
	37.69
	10th


Next up were the Standard dogs, with Sorcha Price and Ceili setting the pace with a clear round in 28.69 secs. Lucy Waldron & Missy ran 7th in a cracking time of 25.57, and so the following handlers knew they had to run fast to catch her, and it was Andy Sandercock and Kyp who had the speed and accuracy, going clear and winning the class in an amazing 23.11 seconds, despite best efforts from David Penfold & Iris Richard running 19th & 20th, who came really close, finishing 2nd & 3rd.
	Andy Sandercock & Kyp
	C
	23.11
	1st

	David Penfold & Bess
	C
	24.85
	2nd

	Iris Richards & Jai
	C
	25.17
	3rd

	Lucy Waldron & Missy
	C
	25.57
	4th

	Steven Sieff & Leeloo
	C
	26.27
	5th

	Jan Sage & Lexi
	C
	26.75
	6th

	Collette Kinnersley & Ginty
	C
	26.99
	7th

	Annette Lowe & Roxy
	C
	27.28
	8th

	Phil Hedley & Dylan
	C
	27.85
	9th

	Shaun Hunt & Kit
	C
	27.87
	10th


On Sunday, the Midi & Maxi dogs were ready to try their luck, over the same course, and with the sun just holding out above us.

Midi dogs were drawn first, and they worked the course well, with many clear rounds despite those ‘spaniel’ distractions – with noses close to the floor, it is a challenge to keep them focused on the jumps and tunnels! Again, the clear rounds were close, with only 2 seconds between the top 5. Zoe Dingle ran 2 dogs, doing really well to go clear in both, and putting her in 2nd and 6th position, but Vivien Watts & Tasha, an English Cocker Spaniel, put in a stunning round, going clear and winning the class in 31.4 seconds.
	Vivien Watts & Tasha
	C
	31.4
	1st

	Zoe Dingle & Penny
	C
	32.84
	2nd

	Karen Vaughan-Edwards & Archie
	C
	33.58
	3rd

	Wendy Botto & Bambi
	C
	33.62
	4th

	Andy Sear & Pip
	C
	33.69
	5th

	Zoe Dingle & Summer
	C
	34.83
	6th

	Jacky Luxton & Kiri
	C
	39.76
	7th

	Maureen Putt & Yoshi
	C
	44.11
	8th

	Nicola Jeynes & Meg
	5
	47.26
	9th

	Anne Rayner & Ruby
	25.35
	78.35
	10th


Next up were the Maxi dogs, who pushed round this course in some fast times, leaving only 1 second between the top 5. There was some friendly competition between some experienced handlers and their young dogs, and the crowd really got behind them as they tried to beat their rivals. 
A blistering time was set when Kate Howlett and Obi ran, 0.5 seconds faster than experienced handler Bridget Fletcher and Kye, but the run of the night was from Fiona Walker and Kenzie, who was happy to be running at all following a hard time with illness, but Kenzie stretched out beautifully shaving just under 0.2 seconds off Sally Jones & Rudi, and winning the class in style.
	Fiona Walker & Kenzie
	C
	23.97
	1st

	Sally Jones & Rudi
	C
	24.11
	2nd

	Kate Howlett & Obi 
	C
	24.55
	3rd

	Bridget Fletcher & Kye
	C
	24.92
	4th

	Linda Burton & Dylan
	C
	25
	5th

	Kim Hunt & J
	C
	25.34
	6th

	Ryan Hayes & Key
	C
	25.39
	7th

	Janet Griffin & Bryn
	C
	26.95
	8th

	Sally Jones & Indi
	C
	27.04
	9th

	Martin Wilkins & Kiz
	C
	27.08
	10th


UKA & the Staverton Team would like to say a huge thank you to Sally & Sean from www.Dog-Games.co.uk who supported and sponsored the whole event, and we look forward to another great year ahead. 
Thank you also to those who helped on the night to make the finals run smoothly, and special thanks to our judge Martin Posnette. 
The Dog-Games Beginners Steeplechase Challenge 2009 Heats will be announced shortly – please see the UKA website for details www.ukagility.com 
