UKA Nationals
Sponsored by CSJ, First Contact, Norton Rosettes, 

Taryntimers & Field of Dreams Agility

By Virginia Harry 

(courtesy of the Agility Voice)

Two qualifying rounds at the UKA Week show in July sorted the “men from the boys”, and then the “men” (although most of them were women – go girls!) got to compete in the Finals.  There was particularly tough competition as the Final was a battleground for many who were trying to make the IFCS World Agility Championship squad to represent the UK.  This international competition is being held in the UK for the first time, on May 14th – 16th 2010 at the Hand Equestrian Centre in Clevedon, North Somerset.  Teams from at least 10 countries, including the USA, South Africa, Japan, Australia, and Canada, as well as Europe, are expected to compete.  See www.wac2010.com for more information.

The qualifying procedure is rugged and quite complicated – see the article about the European Opens in this issue – and one of the criteria is to do well in these Finals, so it was much like watching an Olympia semi.  Very tense!

The Final was a lovely course, set and judged ably by the be-frocked Iris Richards.
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The great thing about this competition, too, is that the best dogs can be knocked out in Round 1, and Novice dogs make it through to the final.  (OK. Not great for the best dogs!)
Toys
First off was Tracy Ryan’s tiny Pom.  Bless it, it struggled up the A-frame, and then clipped the spread, but still came home clear to set the pace in 44.78.  It was a short-lived lead, however, as Tanya Kelly and Wurzel, a Jack Russell cross and still in Novice, went clear in 42.91.  Carole Harris (recently seen competing in the Agility Club Starters Challenge wearing a Cruella deVille wig!) has a tiny, tiny white poodle – probably even smaller than Dave Alderson’s Libby.  Like Libby, it’s all mouth and trousers (or skirt) and although Chico missed the dog walk contact, he came home in the fastest time of all – 39.96.  Get those contacts right, Carole, or you’re off my list! (
Gloria Tucker, clearly working Champ with Pia, was next up, and went clear in 36.87 – a cracking run in what was surely an unbeatable time?  Lee Harfield (whose dog Bon I have admired elsewhere in this issue) was running her Toy Poodle, Pip.  Only 19 months old, and still working in Novice, they put in a superb run, clear in 39.55.   My notes say you need to speed up the contacts, Lee!

Tracy Ryan brought in her second dog, Lily, a German Spitz and just 2 years old.  Working Champ, this dog had loads of drive, but it’s contacts let it down.  Missed A-frame to come home in an incredible time of 33.56 – but no cigar!

My second favourite dog in the world (apart from mine, and my best mates’ of course!  Yes, strangely enough, I do have friends on the agility circuit!), son of my son-in-law to be, Dawn Weaver’s Tigger – at just 2 and a half – ran his tiny little heart out and went clear in just 32.14 seconds!  (And she thinks he’s slow!)

Nothing  after that could touch this combo, although Nicolina Mansfield and Buffy, a 22 month-old Sheltie cross did  their best, missing the dog walk down by what must have been a hair’s breadth, and getting 5F in 32.91. Of course, as you would expect from Dave Alderson, he drove his gorgeous tiny Poodle, Libby, hard around the course, but so hard that he missed the A-Frame contact.  A cracking run, but 5F in an astonishing 31.26 seconds.   I do love to see these two run.  Libby is about the size of Dave’s shoe!
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From left to right:  Lee Harfield, Dawn Weaver, Judge Iris Richards, Gloria Tucker
1st Dawn Weaver and Tigger in 32.14

2nd Gloria Tucker and Pia in 36.87

3rd Lee Harfield and Pip in 39.55

Midi
Theresa Bay set the pace with her young collie cross, Lizzy, who she’s still working in Novice, in a time of 37.41.  As we know, the course could be done by the Toys, clear in 32.14.  Could the Midis beat that?

I was stunned by the next dog up, Alice Harwood’s Mikey.  A collie cross JR with attitude (but no respect!).  He flew his contacts but with a bit of control, this would be one to watch in the future.

(Down Shep!)

I mention this next dog just because it was very pretty.  Apparently Dottie has a collie Mum and a Spitz dad and, run by Gillian Sawyer, went clear in 36.90.  As one would expect, Angela Williams and her Withersfarm collie Ten, got Ten out of Ten, when they ran away from the rest of the field with a clear round in just 29.22.  I doubted that could be beaten and, for once, I was right!  Yay!  Clears came from Jane Tatam and Jaggers (38.60), Juliet Dearbergh and Woody (36.23) and then, all eyes on Nicola Garrett and her superfast Sheltie, Indie, who missed the A-frame but came home in a time of 32.18.
I think I have probably run out of superlatives to describe Bernadette Bay and her “offspring”.  The OBay Shelties now dominate many Small and Medium classes, a testament to her breeding policy.  And, as we have seen in previous articles in this magazine, she is a committed and highly successful trainer.  And, although, a bit like Natasha Wise, you’d really love to be able to find something to dislike about her, you just can’t, because she (like Tasha) is an arrogance-free zone and a genuinely nice person.  Darnit!
Anyway, where was I?  Oh yes, penultimate dog and handler up, Bernadette and Zen, aged 7, which is hard to believe... where does the time go?  Super clear in just 30.74, which is phenomenal against a collie going at 29.22.  

Another strong contender for the IFCS World Agility Champs squad was Wendy Clay and Scout (having, the previous weekend, become an Agility Champ at the Agility Club Show).  Unfortunately, Scout took a pole and then had a refusal, so it wasn’t going to be their day.
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From left to right Juliet Dearbergh, Angela Williams, Judge Iris Richards, Bernadette Bay
1st. Angela Williams and Ten in 29.22

2nd Bernadette Bay and Zen in 30.74

3rd Juliet Dearbergh and Woody in 36.23

Standard

Our first clear in Standards was Lyn Osborne and Millie, who set the pace at 39.72.  At this point my wine glass appeared to somehow have emptied itself without any assistance from me, so I had to pop back to the caravan toot sweet!  Thankfully I was back in time to see Matt Rouse take Bailey – his first ever dog – beautifully around the course, taking almost 10 seconds off the lead.

One of our current columnists, Nicky Garrett, steered her collie, Wytch, around clear too, and although it was a lovely run, as one always expects from Nicky and any of her dogs, it wasn’t quite fast enough to topple Matt from his lead.

The next dog up demonstrated, to me, why having a lower height for smaller “Large” dogs (which is what UKA Standard height is) is a great idea.  Now I know that older dogs still compete at full height in KC – in fact, I’ve got one of them – but I do think that for those dogs who only just miss out on being Medium (KC) are likely to have a shorter competitive lifespan, on the whole.  Jen Lewis’s 10 year old dog Freya falls into that category, and it was great to see her working well.  Unfortunately they had a 5R, but in a respectable time of 36.59.

Last to go was the quiet, modest, and unassuming Leslie Osborne – oh no, my mistake, it was the other one!!  (  Well, he deserved to crow after this run, because it was phenomenal, making him and Fizz winners in 28.98.
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From left to right:  Nicola Garrett, Leslie Osborne, Judge Iris Richards, Matt Rouse
1st Leslie Osborne and Fizz in 28.98

2nd Matt Rouse and Bailey in 29.12

3rd Nicola Garrett and Wych in 30.07

Maxi

The Maxi round started off with, well, a delay as first competitor, poor Carol Holdsworth, spent a good 5 minutes trying to get the toy out of her dog, Basker’s, mouth!  After a long struggle, they went clear in around 43 seconds.
Next clear took over 10 seconds off that time.  Steve Swankie and Jay made it look easy.  If you follow my ramblings you’ll probably know that I highly rate Mark and Karen Laker as dog trainers and handlers.  Unlike some of us (errrr...) they both stuck with one dog for a very long time, and refined and refined their partnership and skills, and have both only relatively recently got their second dogs.  I guess Flint (Karen’s dog) must have been around 8 when she got her youngster, as he’s now 10 (Flint, that is).  Anyway, as I would have expected from this experienced partnership, a clear round was produced to take the lead in 31.86.

Two dogs later, that lead slipped, as Mrs. D. and Spider (another handler who doesn’t try to train multiple dogs – oh and of course, Dawn Weaver is exception to this rule!  I have to say that.) produced a stunning clear in 31.40, half a second under Karen’s time.

The excitement built, as another sympathetic handler, Nancy Hudson, took to the line with her young dog Niamh and THEY stole the lead by half a second.  Could 29.80 be beaten?  Laura was certainly going to have a go with her second dog, the more experienced Fish.  Another lovely clear in 30.11, beating her time with Spider.
Could Leslie Osborne do it again?  Running Billy, it looked to be a brilliant run but a missed A-Frame snatched defeat from the jaws of victory.  Speaking of Dawn, up she came with her gorgeous Beardie cross (one of the ones that actually looks like a Beardie), Freeway.  She’d been eliminated in the Standard category with Minky (I think that’s one of the ones that looks like a collie!) but she didn’t make that mistake – or in fact any mistakes – this time, and a breath-taking clear in just 28.89 blew the competition apart.  

Surely, that had to be the winner?  But no!  (No wonder my wine glass was emptying so quickly!) Angela Williams, running Lesley Olden’s Dot, did it!  Amazing clear, going into the lead by 2-hundredths of a second.  Should get Freeway a streamlined haircut, Dawn!

Mark Powell is such a determined young man.  He was furious with himself when he got 5 faults in round one, but luckily he was still in the top 50% that went through to round 2.  I expect he gave himself a serious talking-to, and it must have worked, because he and Trigga put their hearts and souls into this run, coming home clear in 29.36.  Not quite fast enough to win, but not far off.

Last to go – Mark Laker and Kodi.  I have done my waffling about the Lakers (see Karen, above) but I was not surprised to see Mark and Kodi come home safely in 29.40.  In fact, it was quite predictably boring.  (Just kidding!).

So, where did that leave us?

1st. Angela Williams and Dot in 28.66

2nd Dawn Weaver and Freeway in 28.89

3rd. Mark Powell and Trigga in 29.36

4th Mark Laker and Kodi in 29.40

5th. Nancy Hudson and Niamh in 29.80

Brilliant competitions all of them.

[image: image5.jpg]



From left to right:  Mark Powell, Angela Williams, Judge Iris Richards, Dawn Weaver
